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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
Application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically selecting and packaging items for 
mailing, comprising the steps of: 

storing item characteristics for a plurality of item s, the item characteristics including 
at least one of a weight and a thickness of each of the plurality of items : 

storing postal oooto for packages baeod on packago charactorictico; 

receiving an customor order specifying a plurality of items for a shipmenMbe 
shipm e nt compricing at le ast ono paokago ; 

storing a list comprising identifiers corresponding to the plurality of items specified 
intey the ouptomo r order : 

a utomatically determining , based on the identifiers and the stored item 
characteristics corresponding to t he identifiers, at least one of a total weight and total 
thickness for the plurality of items specified in the order: 

— comparing the at least one of the total weight and total thickness to at least one of a 
maximum weight and maximum thickness allowab le for a postal class that will be used 
for mailing the shipment: 

— determining a number of packages reoulred fo r comprininn the shipment and 
d e torminlng w hich items of the customor order will be contained in each package such 
that the at least one of the total w eight and total thickness of each package will be less 
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than the at l east one of the maximum weight and maximum thickness allowable for the 
postal class that will be used for mailing the shipment : and 

the d e t e rm i n i ng ctop carried out bocod on the i dont i fioro, tho storod i tom 
charactori G tiGC corrocponding to tho idontifiors and the poctol oocts for packagoc 

assembling the determined number of packag es. 

2. {Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherefn, the ouotomor 
order is received by mail on a pre-printed form. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 A wherein assembling the 
determined number of packages f urther comprise s i nclud i ng ctopc of : 

printing respective mailers, each mailer corresponding to a package for the 
shipment, each mailer defining the cuctom o r co l octod items te -that will be contained 
in oomprioo the corresponding package; 

placing each mailer on an assembly line; and 

placing each customer coloctod item that will be contained in comprining each 
package on the corresponding mailer as the mailer traverses the assembly line. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 4 wherein: 
each mailer comprises a printed paper mailer; 

each paper mailer includes, on a first side, a bar code indicative of the items that will 
be containedto b e packaged with tho maile r in the corresponding package and on a 
second side a cuotomor delivery address for the corresponding package . 

6. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 5 4 wherein assembling the 
determined number of p ackages furthe rt ho aacomb l y l i nn comprises: 
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s cannin g a coannorfor r ea ding the bar code on each maile r to determine the items of 
the order that will be co ntained in the package corresponding to the mailer : and 

a p l urality of hoppers, each hopp e r conta i ning a p l ura li ty of liko i t e m s ; and 

a- m e chanism responsiv e to oomputor contro l for moving the items an it e m from a 
hopper onto thea maile r to assemble the package corresponding to the mailer . 

7. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 6 . further comprising: 

BELDtin gand furthor including a customor message on the front of a mailer 

fea d a b le by a customer and indicating that a cuctomor an order has been fulfilled in 
multiple packages. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 L further comprising: 

a ctop of ohrink -wrapping each of the packages in a plastic wrap so that the 

customor deliyery address and cu s tom ei w nessage are readable through the plastic 
wrap. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 4 wherein the step of 

r e co i ving a cu s tomor order is received performod at a location geographically remote 
from the stop of placing oach ma i ler on on assembly line. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system for selecting and packaging items for mailing, 
comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory connected to the processor, the memory storing data and instructions for 
controlling the operation of the processor; the processor operative to perform the steps 
of: 
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storing item characteristics for a plurality of items , the item characteristics including 
at least one of the weight and the thickness of each of the plurality of items ; 

storing po s t a l co s ts for paokogos based o n pockago oharaotoricticc; 

receiving a cuctomor an order specifying a plurality of Items for a shipment; 

storing a list comprising identifiers corresponding to the plurality of items specified fn 
the orde r to compr ise thn nh i pmnnt - 

automatica l ly determinin g, based on the identifiers and the stored item 
characteristics corresponding to the identifie rs, at least one of a total weight and total 
thickness for the plurality of items specified in the order; 

comparing the at least one of the total weight and total thickness to at least one of a 
maximum weight and maximum thickness allowable for a postal class that wilf be used 
for mailing the shipment: and 

determining a number pf packages required fo r oomprining the shipment and 
dotorminlng w hich items of the customer order will be contained in each packag e such 
that the at least one of the total weight and total thickness of each package will be less 
than the at least one o f the maximum weight and maximum thickness allowable for the 
postal class that will be used for mailing the shipments 

tho dotormining st e p carri e d out bas e d on tho id e ntifioro and tho poctal costo for 
packagoD , 

11. (Currently Amended) A system in accordance with claim 10 wherein the customer 
order is received by mail on a pre-printed form. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A system in accordance with claim 1 0, further comprising: 
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an assembly line for assembl ing each of the Packages: and f urther includ i ng tho 
st e p of a phnted printina a mailer for each package in the shipmen t, the printed mailer 
for each package being Placed on the assembly line, i 

pfaGing ouch ma i lor on th e ass e mb l y l i no; and 

otaotno-wherein each item in each package is placed on the associated mailer as 
the mailer traverses the assembly line. 

14. (Currently Amended) A system in accordance with claim 13 wherein: 
each mailer comprises a printed paper mailer; 

each paper mailer includes, on a first side, a bar code indicative of the items that will 
be contained to b e packagod w i th tho mai l o r in the corresponding package and on a 
second side a cteljygr yGUOtomor addres s for the corresponding package . 

15. (Currently Amended) A system in accordance with claim 14 wherein the assembly 
line fyrthex.comprises: 

a scanner for reading the bar code on each mailer; 

a plurality of hoppers, each hopper containing a plurality of like items; and 

a mechanism responsive to computer control for moving an item from a hopper onto 
a mailer. 

16. (Currently Amended) A system In accordance with claim 15 . wherein at least one 
rnajje r and furthor inc l ud i ng a cuctomor includes a message on tho front of 3 mailor 
roadab l o by a cuctomor ond indicating that a- customorg n order has been fulfilled in 
multiple packages. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system in accordance with claim 15_© wherein the assembly 
line further comprises: 
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_ a wrapping st a tion to wrap s t e p of packaging oach of thn rnh nrrinrr \nr \ wdnr 
s hrink - Wrapping e ach of the packaaes sub ordorc in a plastic wrap go that tho cuctomor 
addr e ss and cuotomormoGoago a r e r e adab l o through tho p l actio wrap . 

18. (Currently Amended) A system in accordance with claim 130 wherein the 
processor6tep of roooiving a cuc t omor ordor is performod at a location geographically 
remote from the assembly line stop of packaging onnh nf th a r . nh arr\nm 

19-22, (Canceled) 
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